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Giffert has presented an excellent characterization of Luther, the Man 
and His Work. Few lives of great men are better known than Luther's, 
but wealth of material does not always make the biographer's task easy, 
and in this case, perhaps, it is for many reasons rather the more difficult. 
The slag of controversy is not yet cool, and Luther was one of the world's 
greatest controversialists. Theological battle was to him the breath of 
life, and he was a doughty warrior. But he was no Damascene blade, 
exquisitely fashioned and tempered, but rather a rude hammer, like 
Thor's, fitted for the breaking up of the nations. The things that are 
truisms to-day, trite commonplaces of thought and conduct, were scarce 
more than breathed in Luther's time, so it is the harder to make the 
average man and woman — living ever more and more within the imme- 
diate present — harder to make such realize how great Luther was and how 
much he accomplished. It is somewhat the fashion of our day to write 
history with as little saliency as possible, to make it a study in sepia 
or soft grays, for instance, to rehabilitate all the villians, and unfrock all 
the heroes, so that our loves and hates, our admirations and abhorrences, 
shall be pretty much on a level and all of a color. Fortunately, Dr. 
McGiffert does not so understand human nature and history, and has 
satisfied reason and imagination, both. He has presented his hero finely 
and humanly, and has retained Luther the genius, while not minimizing 
Luther the man. Much more the child of his age than was either Erasmus 
or Melanchthon, we are made to perceive that his very humaimess, his near- 
ness to the people, was one of the greatest factors in his achievements. 
Weak on the constructive side as a statesman and political economist, 
Luther took his stand on the underlying verities of human life — the 
family and the home. As men are sometimes better than their political 
institutions and laws, so the moral sense of a great body of the German 
people had, in Luther's time, far outstripped certain ecclesiastical errors. 
Luther's own sturdy father was an instance in point. It was the 
ringing approval of Germany's conscience that gave power to the famous 
Theses. For once the man and the hour were surely coincident. Though 
lacking in reconstructive imagination, Luther was mercilessly clear-eyed 
as to the existent evils of society and of ecclesiastical life, evils which 
must be swept away before any social reconstruction was possible. Strong, 
rugged, coarse, but intensely human, he stands out in Dr. McGiffert's 
pages a very real figure. Luther performed two great services to life in 
general as well as to the modern world. The first was his recognition of 
the spiritual truth that the soul stands in direct and immediate rela- 
tionship with God ; and the second " lay in his recognition of the normal 
human relationships as the true sphere for the development of the highest 
religious, as of the highest moral, character." 



The World op Drkams. By Havelook Ellis. New York: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1911. 

The work of Freud and Jung in the last twoscore years has tre- 
mendously stimulated the interest in and study of dreams and dream- 
life. Freud's Traum Beutung, which we believe has now been translated 
into English, has had notable influence on all the younger physicians. 
Havelock Ellis states that there are four ways of writing a book on 



288 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

dreams: the literary, the clinical, the experimental, and the introspective 
methods, and it is the last which Havelock Ellis has chosen. He is 
chiefly interested in the problems of normal dreaming, and he admits that 
his contribution to the psychology of dreaming is simple and very un- 
pretentious. It seems to Havelock Ellis that in the past the literature 
of dreaming has been overweighted by bad observation and reckless 
theory, and that by learning to observe and understand the ordinary 
nightly experience of dream-life we are best laying the foundation of 
superstructures. He analyzes the spontaneous procession of dream imagery, 
the nature of drug visions and hypnotic dreaming, the fusion of dream 
imagery with its strangely dissolving imagery, the subconscious element 
in dreaming, the logic of dreams, the play of the senses in dreams, as 
well as the part taken by the emotions and memory. A special chapter 
is given over to that odd phenomenon of floating or flying in dreams 
which the author calls dream-aviation. The chapter on symbolism in 
dreams strikes us as somewhat thin and inadequate. In conclusion 
Mr. Ellis finds a close relation between the dream life and insanity, 
as he also points out that a rich and vivid dream life is not infrequently 
the direct source of literary activity. 

We commend Mr. Ellis's book because it is an interesting and open- 
minded inquiry and shows none of the hall-marks of prepossession with 
any one special interpretation. This attitude of parti-pris has lessened 
the value of several books of dream-interpretation. 



